
            
 

      “FOR THE BEST TIMES OF YOUR LIFE!” 

 
President’s Message  

by Mike A.     

  

Happy Holidays,  

 

I would like to start off my last 

President’s Message with a heartfelt 

thank you to Jerry U., Ron G., and Mike M. for showing up 

early and helping me to set up the pavilion for the Fall Picnic 

at Coquina Beach. Also, a shout out to Bill P. for keeping 

track of the menu for us. The weather cooperated this year, 

we had a good turnout, and there was a lot of tasty food 

shared in brotherhood. So, thank you, everyone. 

 

That leaves just one big event for the year: The Holiday 

Dinner-Dance on December 17th. By the time this message is 

published in our monthly newsletter, the deadline for 

reservations will have passed. I hope you heeded all my 

previous warnings and got your tickets early. I am looking 

forward to seeing you on the dance floor at the Peridia 

Country Club. 

 

As I previously mentioned, this will be my last message as I 

will not be running for the Board of Directors next year. I 

have been on the BOD for seven of the last eight years and it 

is time for me to kick back and enjoy our club and members 

without having to worry about event planning or logistics. 

 

The new Board, however, will need your help. Please 

consider answering the call to serve on Committees, help 

set-up or tear-down events, or even serve on the Board 

yourself. We are getting ready to finish the voting for the 

new Board in a couple of weeks and they really could use 

your support going into the New Year. May it be your best 

year ever! 

 

Mike 
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Who We Are  
 

Prime Timers Sarasota is a non-partisan social club for gay, bisexual, transgender or transitioning men 

over 21. In addition to our Fall Picnic and Holiday Party, each month we offer a potluck supper, two 

luncheons at area restaurants, a members’ meeting with a speaker, home nights with games or movies, 

and day trips by bus or car pool to unique Florida Sun Coast attractions. Our social events are chosen to 

fit individual needs, priorities and affordability. Equally important is our commitment to Care and 

Support, where members assist one another with activities and needs of daily living. If a member is ill, 

injured or otherwise incapacitated, he can reach out for assistance to members nearby to help him with 

activities such as shopping, transportation, moral support, or help at home. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Members: 

Bill E. 

Al E. 

Ed G. 

Ron G. 

Jack H. 

Warren H. 

Bob M. 

John M. 

Michael S. 

Michael V. 

Patrick P. 

John P. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Gary D.       3 

David F.       7 

Donn S.       7 

Ron P.     10 

Joe F.      15 

Carl M.     19 

Jim N.     19 

Philip E.     21 

Edward H.     21 

Steven R.     29 
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Calendar Of Events 
 

With the Health concerns of the times and the age of our membership, Prime Timers Sarasota is 

encouraging our members and their guests to be vaccinated for COVID with a booster, including 

vaccinations for other age-related diseases, before attending events. 

 

Due to the ever-changing conditions related to the COVID-19 variants, the guidelines and events  

will be reviewed and changed as needed by the Board so as to be aligned with  

current CDC guidelines and mandates. 

 

 

 

MUSIC MAN: Friday, December 2nd,  at 8:00 P.M. Manatee Performing Arts Center, 

502 3rd Avenue W., Bradenton. Tickets are $35 per person and may be purchased by 

phone 941-748-5875 or online:  Manatee Performing Arts Center. Look for seats in Row 

M or N to sit with the group. 
 

POTLUCK: FIRST Saturday, December 3rd, 6:00 P.M., Syster Hall, 1st Congregational 

Church, 1031 South Euclid Ave. Bring a dish to share (main, side dish, appetizer, 

dessert). Please send an RSVP to Bill P. with the specifics of what you intend to bring, 

e.g., "main dish -- chicken casserole". See above attendance guidelines. Remember 

your donation to the All Faiths Food Bank. 

 

NORTH SIDE LUNCH: SECOND Thursday, December 8th, at 1:00 P.M. at Mean 

Dean's Local Kitchen located at 6059 26th Street West (corner of Bayshore 

Gardens).   Please RSVP to Dan W. by 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, December 7th.  

 
 

2nd SUNDAY SOCIAL AT THE PURPLE RHINO: Sunday, December 11th, 3:00 – 5:00 

P.M. We will maintain social distancing. Attendance is limited to 30. Please RSVP to Ron 

G. or Jerry U. (Please feel free to leave a tip for Rick in a jar on a table by the entrance. 

Show your appreciation for his time, effort, & cost that he provides for us.) 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING: SECOND Wednesday, December 14th, 10:30 

A.M., at the home of Lee L. Contact Mike A. if you wish to attend as a guest. 

 

FOTOS FOR FUN: No meeting is scheduled for December as the Holiday season is just 

around the corner.  Good news, though.  The Board of Directors has been so impressed with 

the pictures we have shared that they requested we be the Official Picture Takers at the 

Holiday party on December 17, 2022.  Come join us as we capture the special moments at 

the party.  Questions?  Contact Philip E. 

 

 

https://www.manateeperformingartscenter.com/
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 HOLIDAY DINNER DANCE: Saturday, December 17, 2022. Cocktails at 6:00 P.M. (Cash 

Bar); Dinner at 7:00 P.M., Peridia Golf & Country Club, 4950 Peridia Blvd. E., Bradenton, 

FL 34203.  

 

 

PT SINGLES & SOLOS CLUB: Sunday, December 18th, from 3:00 to 5:00 P.M. at the Purple 

Rhino. Come and meet like-minded members and discuss possible future activities for this 

group. Everyone is welcome. For more information, please contact Matt L. 

 

SOUTH SIDE LUNCH: FOURTH Thursday, December 22nd, at 1:00 P.M. at Sonny's 

Barbeque located at 3926 S. Tamiami Trail in Sarasota. Please RSVP to Dan W. by 2:00 P.M. 

on Wednesday, December 21st. 

 

MEMBERS MEETING: FOURTH Sunday, December 25th, at 3:00 P.M. in Syster 

Hall at 1st Congregational Church at 1031 South Euclid Avenue, Sarasota. This is 

where we hold our potlucks. Fun social time for getting to know one another. Dinner 

will be at Demetrio’s, 4410 South Tamiami Trail following the meeting.  

 

HAMBURGER NIGHT: FOURTH Wednesday, at the Purple Rhino, December 28th, 

6:00 P.M., 2920 S. Beneva, (Corner of Webber) $5.00 for hamburgers ($7.50 for 

cheeseburgers with fries/potato salad/onion rings). Chicken/veggie burgers are available. 

Hint: Get there by 5:30 P.M. to get served sooner. 

 
 
 

 

 

SPRING 2023 CARIBBEAN CRUISE: May 13th – 21st on the Celebrity Equinox. Eight days, 

5 ports. $250 deposit. Inside from $491. Refundable until February 12, 2023. For more 

information, see page 16. 

 

 

PRIME TIMERS WORLDWIDE CONVENTION: Sunday, November 1 – Friday, 

November 6, 2023, Hilton Bayfront in Downtown St. Petersburg, Florida 

($149+tax/night). The St. Pete chapter is hosting this event with an anticipated attendance 

of 400 Prime Timers.  Convention registration and hotel reservations will be online on 

November 1, 2022. The St. Pete chapter has invited us to help by providing volunteers to 

assist with logistics and hospitality with each of us working in 4-hour shifts. 

 

 

FALL 2023 TRANSATLANTIC CRUISE: November 27th – November 11th on the 

Royal Caribbean Odyssey of the Sea. 15 days, 7 ports. $450 deposit. Inside from $479. 

For more information, see page 17. 
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Address:  10 E. Colonia Lane, Nokomis, FL 34275; Phone: (941) 488-9393 

e-mail: Tours@AllAroundBus.com; Website: www.AllAroundBus.com 

 
Prime Timers members can also check out these day trips.  See their web page for more information. Contact All-

Around Tours directly at the above phone number and ask for Paige or you can e-mail them.  **Be sure to tell them 

you are with Prime Timers.  

 

Shows At Ft. Myers Broadway Palm Dinner Theatre  
White Christmas ~ (Matinée Performance), December 23, 2022, $99.00 p/p 

Joseph & The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat ~ (Matinée Performance), January 11, 2023, $105.00 p/p 

 

Additional Activities 
“ICE”- At Gaylord Palms, December 5, 2022, $103.00 p/p 

Punta Gorda Christmas Lights Cruise & Dinner, Punta Gorda, December 7, 2022, $108.00 p/p 

New Year's Eve "Laugh-In" Port Charlotte, December 31, 2022, $98.00 p/p 

Tampa History Tour, January 10, 2023, $70.00 p/p 

A Day In Dunedin, January 18, 2023, $45.00 p/p 

Hamilton at The Straz Center, Tampa, January 19, 2023, $229.00 p/p 

World of Musicals at Ruth Eckerd Hall (Matinée Performance), Clearwater, January 22, 2023, $85.00 p/p 

Central Florida Zoo & Botanical Gardens, Sanford, January 23, 2023, $75.00 p/p 

Carnies & Manatees! Gibsonton, January 24, 2023, $60.00 p/p 

ST. John’s River Cruise, Sanford, January 26, 2023, $120.00 p/p 

 

 

With the Holidays knocking at our door, a common sentiment for us can be a deep sense of gratitude 

for our many blessings. One way to express that gratitude is to respond to the needs of those in our 

community who may not be as blessed as we are. That’s why I’m very proud of our Prime Timers 

group in making our only charity outreach the support of the All Faiths Food Bank. A recent note to us from the Chief Executive 

Officer reads, “Thank you for being a Hunger Hero! With your recent gift of $125.00, we will have the resources to lift children, 

families, seniors, and veterans from poverty and help them to enjoy a healthier tomorrow.” 

Their recent newsletter tells us of Amanda’s story. Amanda works two jobs – for the County in building maintenance and part-

time at Starbucks – to provide for her sons, Andrew and Daniel. Even with two jobs, it’s difficult to cover the cost of raising a family 

on her own, especially during the holiday breaks when kids can’t access school meals. Because we choose to give, she doesn’t have to 

worry as much about her grocery budget. She can pick up nutritious food from All Faiths Food Bank’s mobile food pantry at 

Riverview High School. Amanda found out about the food pantry last October and is grateful to have help filling her family’s table. 

We can send our help for people like Amanda by mailing our gift to All Faiths Food Bank, 8171 Blaikie Ct.,  Sarasota, Florida 34240. 

Be sure to note on your check Prime Timers of Sarasota. Holiday joy and blessings to you all.  

Mike Moran 

 

mailto:Tours@AllAroundBus.com
http://www.allaroundbus.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vADdLBh-Q3BFR9mykJjGNxxP9VmyDrQ7SEJoCXxVxrji1sGv0nO3AOB1uxlns8DrDXxoxUBEHN47-_-DGzUGpXTDpDpqTfyGLiMfF1gZZ6XRg8A4_OH2ES-0ifW_5fmVjxymJUFum22IPBv-vVQLhg==&c=k3LKGm3_915mdCZtmrNeowa2kltlwi0khijXtNtkoNi4hcE_Qbv-ww==&ch=dTcdNZEzQM4WXhChy2-j9fqD5xLqqzSWnYTtSnaCI-wSI3miTGDd1A==
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We’ve Been Keeping Busy
 

17 members attended. 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

34 members attended.

.
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37 members attended.  
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11 members attended.  
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THE YING AND THE YANG OF AGING (THE BRIGHT AND DARK SIDES) 
Michael S., Director Emeritus 

Prime Timers Worldwide 
 

I remember a visit with my mother about five years ago. It was memorable because she hauled out her old hand-

written telephone book. She leafed through the pages to show me all the names that now had lines drawn 

through them. These represented friends who had passed away. She remarked that soon the book would have 

even more lines. 

Growing old can be wonderful. It can be the time to retire. It could be the time to explore new hobbies. At 

last, we could visit all the places about which we studied during our lifetime. It can also be the time to connect 

with distant relatives who we think about but don't get around to calling them. Now would be the time to make 

new acquaintances.  We even would have the luxury to just sit around doing nothing. This is the bright side. 

The dark side is finding that the old body no longer has the get up and go and spontaneity it once did. The 

mind wants to go but the aging machine needs a jump start! Another dark side is the loss of lifelong friends and 

family members. As my mother has learned, the longer one lives, the more friends one loses. 

These past two years have seen, for me, the loss of so many friends and Prime Timers. I recently cleaned out 

my computer contacts and I was shocked to see how many of them are no longer with us. Covid claimed some 

friends but aging and the passing of time were the biggest culprits. 

Last week we returned from a Prime Timers cruise; the first in three years. I realized on the cruise just how 

many fellow travelers were no longer with us. I missed all the special qualities each possessed. The spark was 

missing. This is, indeed, the dark side.  I am grateful and celebrate those of us still around and who are able to 

travel. I encourage you to participate in as many activities as you can fit into your lives each and every day. If 

you're not up to traveling, then tailor your activities, such as just getting together for a drink or coffee and 

continuing to remember to phone our friends. 

NOVEMBER 13TH-19TH WAS TRANSGENDER AWARENESS WEEK 
By Tom P. 

 

This week was to bring attention to the Transgender community by educating the public about who transgender 

people are, sharing their stories and experiences, and advancing advocacy around the issues of prejudice, 

discrimination and violence that affect the transgender community. Each year has a theme and this year it is 

“Joy in spite of ….” Approximately 1.6 million people in the United States identify as being transgender. In 

preparing this article for the newsletter, I had the opportunity and pleasure of talking with Colette who is a 

coworker in Elevance Healthcare. Colette has been through the total experience of becoming a transgender 

woman. As with many people in the LGBTQ community, Colette went through denial of who she really was, 

fear of disclosure and, finally, self-acceptance. This is not an easy process because almost our entire societal 

environment is comprised of binary, heterosexual people. As with some LGBTQ members, she tried to be a 

binary, heterosexual person, but the exception for her was that the role of being male just never seem to fit. 

Acceptance, for her, began by working with a psychiatrist, who presented to her the idea that she may be 

transgender. She grew to accept this possibility, started hormone therapy, and then, completed the appropriate 

gender transitional surgeries. 

I asked Colette what she would want people to do when they met her as a transgender woman. Her answer 

was simple. Be willing to try to understand who she is and be transparent to others that she is a woman. In 

regard to the theme of “Joy in spite of …,” she replied, I appreciate and recognize how heroic today’s youth and 

young adults are, to be out, loud and proud. She described them as extremely brave and courageous.  

Through this conversation, I re-learned that, although we may look differently on the outside, we are all the 

same inside. Colette and I had many similar experiences in our trip through life and I was reminded of a saying 
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from EST (Erhard Seminars training), “I used to be different, now I’m the same.” Many of us try to be someone 

who our social environment believes we are or who thinks we ought to be, but when we accept and live as who 

we really are, then we are the same.  

At the end of Transgender Awareness Week, on November 20th, there was a day of remembrance for the 

people who have died in anti-transgender violence this past year. The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) 

announced on November 16th that 32 transgender people have died in the last year. May their sacrifice be not in 

vain but be a major step in the progression to acceptance of who each of us really are. 

Thank you, Colette, for sharing your journey with me. I believe that we have achieved one of the goals of 

transgender awareness week by educating the public about who transgender people are and by sharing their 

stories and experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    VIDEOS 
 

GROWING UP IN THE 70s (Humorous) 

https://biggeekdad.com/2022/02/growing-up-in-the-70s/#.Yq3dT_GLWU4.link 

 

FLUFFY CAT RUNS FAST (Entertaining) 

https://biggeekdad.com/2022/06/fluffy-cat-runs-fast/ 

 

AMERICA THE BEAUTIFUL (Stunning) 

https://biggeekdad.com/2022/06/america-the-beautiful-national-geographic/ 

 

OCEAN HEAT SPONGE (Very Interesting) 

https://biggeekdad.com/2022/06/ocean-heat-sponge/#.YrUByyc7EXc.link 

 

SERVICE DOG AND KITTEN (Adorable) 

https://biggeekdad.com/2022/06/service-dog-and-kitten/#.YsXNdvX4u48.link 

https://biggeekdad.com/2022/02/growing-up-in-the-70s/#.Yq3dT_GLWU4.link
https://biggeekdad.com/2022/06/fluffy-cat-runs-fast/
https://biggeekdad.com/2022/06/america-the-beautiful-national-geographic/
https://biggeekdad.com/2022/06/ocean-heat-sponge/#.YrUByyc7EXc.link
https://biggeekdad.com/2022/06/service-dog-and-kitten/#.YsXNdvX4u48.link
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New puzzles every month. Try out your skills and have fun 
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Gay Group Happy Hour (G2H2) takes place the first Thursday of every month at 

a new location throughout Sarasota and provides the community with a different 

atmosphere to meet, network, and hang out! G2H2 Sarasota's goal is to spotlight 

businesses that are LGBT-friendly and welcoming to our community. 

 

 

 

 
 

SarasotaOUT.com's annual 

Holiday Toy Drive 

 

Bring an unwrapped, new toy for 

Sarasotaout.com's Annual Toy Drive for Streets 

of Paradise if you wish. Streets of Paradise will 

distribute the toys to local children in need. 

Guests who bring a toy will receive an extra 

door prize ticket. 
 

https://g2h2sarasota.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ed4295ff143b228aca5767d9&id=8d2c764ed9&e=19a9da2b23
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December 
2022 

  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  27 28 28 30 1 2 3 

     8:00 P.M. 

Music Man: 

Manatee Performing 

Arts Center 

6:00 P.M. 

Potluck: Syster 

Hall 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

    1:00 P.M.  

North Side Lunch: 

Mean Dean’s  
Local Kitchen 

  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

3:00 P.M.  

Social at the 

Purple Rhino 

  10:30 A.M.  

PT Board of 

Directors Mtg. 

  6:00 P.M. 

Holiday Dinner-

Dance: Peridia 

Country Club 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

3:00 P.M. 

Singles and 

Solos: Purple 

Rhino 

     1:00 P.M.   

South Side 

Lunch: Sonny’s 

Barbeque 

  

25 26 27 28 29  30

 1 

31 

3:00 P.M.   

Members Meeting: 
Syster Hall; Dinner 

at Demetrio’s 

 

  6:00 P.M. 

Hamburger 

Night: Purple 

Rhino 
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CLASSIFIEDS 
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P.O. Box 1411 

Sarasota, FL 34230-1411 

941-556-1344 

primetimerssarasota@gmail.com  

www.sarasotaprimetimers.org  
 

                                                                        Scan 

                                                                      Me 

 

 

2022 BOARD of DIRECTORS 

 

President: Mike A. 

Vice President: Bill D. 

Secretary: Lee L. 

Treasurer: John M. 

Members at Large: Steve H., Mike M., Jerry U. 

 

EVENTS 

Events Team: Jerry U. and Ron G. 

North Lunch: Dan W. 

South Lunch: Dan W. 

Potluck: Bill Patton (ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED) 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership Roster: Mike A. 

New Member E-Mail Package: Mike A. 

Greeting and Name Tags: Mike M. 

 

HOSPITALITY 

Membership Meeting Refreshments: Dale M. / Mike A. 

Membership Meeting Speakers: Dale M. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Newsletter Editor: Steve H. 

Newsletter Proofreaders: Bill P., Marvin L. 

Google Lists: Mike A. 

Web Master: Marvin L. 

Facebook: Bill P. 

 

CARE AND SUPPORT 

Food Bank: Mike M. 

Care & Support: All Members* 

 

*(If you need help with transportation, shopping, or moral support, or if you know of someone in need, start by contacting 

someone on your membership list, or contact a member of the Board of Directors.) 

http://www.sarasotaprimetimers.org/
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Official Newsletter Information 
 

Steve H.: Newsletter Editor 

 

PLEASE NOTE: We will be using your personal contact 

information to send you our newsletters, event  

information, and chapter notices. 
 

Articles and letters to the editor are due no later than the 20th of each month and 

should be emailed to Steve H. rather than to primetimerssarasota@gmail.com. 

 

PRIME TIMERS SARASOTA 

P.O. Box 1411 

Sarasota, FL 34230-1411 

941-556-1344; primetimerssarasota@gmail.com 

 

Be sure to visit our website at:  http://sarasotaprimetimers.org/ 
 

Interested in joining?  Download an application for EACH new member  

from the website and send with your check, payable to Sarasota Prime Timers,  

to: John M. 
 

Visit us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/PTsarasota 

 

Prime Timers Worldwide Web Site at https://theprimetimersww.com/ 

http://sarasotaprimetimers.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PTsarasota
https://theprimetimersww.com/

